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AN OVERVIEW OF OBJECTIVES

There is a growing need to appfeciate and understand the
true depths of the term Sustainable AgriculEhre and its broader
roll on cur planet Earth. TI believe we have to go back to
basic and fundamental concepts to achieve this understanding.
We have first to take a philosophical look at where we want
this planet and its people to be in fifty or a hundred years
from now. Only then can Sustainable Agriculture be given its
definitive roll and its objectives in the future we desire.

I think we can divide our own objectives into two broad
categories. One is the health and well-being of our people,
our atmosphere, our soils, our animals, all our flora and
fauna, our rivers and our oceans. The other is the emotional
health of our people, their sociﬁ—political'structures, their
inalienable rights and their siméle freedom from fear of
starvation and destitution. Although these latter objectives
aren't going to be discussed here, their existence must always
be in the background influencing our decisions on how we handle

our material world.
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To comply with this broader criteria, I believe Sustainable
Agriculture is:

1. A system in which the degradation of the soilsrof the
country is reversed and we see a constant increase in the depth
of soii structures and a constant increase in the mass of‘
micro-biological activity within the soil.

2. It is a never ending cycle of growth, death, decay
and re-growth where the extracted minerals are returned to the
soils - not dumped in the rivers and oceans or huge waste pits.
The soils mineral wealth must be part of a constant |
re-circulating chain of events.

3. It is an agricultural system where chemical plant
stimulants ie. soluble fertilisers from fossil fuels, will have
no significant contribution and where deadly herbicides,
pesticides and fungicides are no longer needed. The role of
man made chemicals éﬁét at best be a temporary measure
administered as medicine paralleling the human use of medicine.
Some chemicals, possibly could be a supplement with the test
being that the final eco-systém must be improved by their use,
soil must be richer and with more life, water and air must be
cleaner and food more nutritignai. If not, they fail the test.

4. And finally, Sustainable Agriculture is a system
where agriculture enhances the availability and purity of water
systems, not destroys and pollutes them.

All this should be sufficient, but Sustainable

Agriculture has one other massive task.
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